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TRADITIONS OF THE SARCEE INDIANS. 



The Sarcee Indians of Alberta, N. W. T., Canada, claim to have 
belonged at one time to the Beaver Indians, but that they were sep- 
arated from them through the following incident, which was recently 
related to the writer : — 

A long time ago (no one of us now knows when) the Beaver tribe 
to which our great-grandfathers belonged lived in the cold country, 
and one day when the tribe was crossing a big frozen lake a boy 
noticed an elk's horns projecting through the ice, and he asked his 
mother to cut the horns off for him. This she started to do with a 
stone axe, and when she struck the first blow there was a splashing 
noise in the water beneath the ice which was found to have been 
made by a live elk. 

All of the tribe had gathered around this spot to watch the elk 
endeavor to free himself, which he at last did by breaking the ice. 

Many of the tribe were drowned, though a great many were saved 
by the ice floating toward the south with them on it, and a great num- 
ber were left upon the other portion of the ice which remained. 

Those on the ice which floated to the south were the first of the 
Sarcees. 

II. 

Once on a time two young men from above visited the people of 
the earth. Two sisters, daughters of a chief, fell in love with the 
young men and wanted to marry them, but the people desired that 
the sisters marry two bright stars above, which they refused to do ; 
so the two young men were murdered by the people, which vexed 
the Creator, and to punish the people of the earth he caused the 
water to rise and to drown all of them, save one old man, who saved 
himself by building a raft, on which he gathered all the animals and 
birds. 

After many days, when the water had risen very high, the old man 
became lonesome and wanted to see land again, so he sent various 
diving animals down in the water to bring up some earth from the 
bottom, but as each rose to the surface the old man saw that they 
were drowned. He examined the paws of each to see if they had any 
earth, but he found none until he came to the last animal that had 
been sent down. This was the muskrat, in whose paws was some 
earth, which the old man took and rubbed between his hands, then 
blew upon it to increase its size ; and after it had increased to such 
an extent that when the ringed-neck plover was sent around it and 
returned old and tired, and did not wish to be sent again, the old man 
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was satisfied with the size of the world ; so he then began to make 
rivers, to plant trees, and to distribute the animals he had saved. 

III. 

Once upon a time there was a woman who used to go into the 
bush to gather firewood, and her husband always noticed that on her 
return from gathering the wood her shoulders were covered with 
dirt. 

He asked her the cause of it, and as she did not give him a satis- 
factory explanation he determined to follow her the next time she 
went for wood. He did so, and saw her on her hands and knees and 
a bear on top of her with its forepaws on her shoulders, and having 
connection with her. 

The husband killed the bear and gave it to his wife to skin, which 
she did, and after having dressed the skin she kept it. 

A short time afterward the woman gave birth to two bear boys 
who, when large enough, used to play with other children of the tribe. 
Frequently they killed and devoured their playmates, for which the 
bear boys were killed. 

The mother of the bear boys had six brothers who were away at 
war when the bear boys were born and killed ; she also had a younger 
sister who was married to the same man that she was. 

When the bear boys were killed the mother took the bear-skin 
and covered herself with it and was at once turned into a bear, but 
before doing so she told the sister to get the most savage dog in 
camp and keep it with her all the time for protection. The bear 
killed every one in camp but her sister, and it went to the younger 
sister, but the dog barked and kept the bear away. 

The six brothers soon returned home from war, and were greatly 
surprised to find but one tipi and no one about ; but on going to the 
spring for water they found the dog guarding the younger sister, who 
told her brothers all that happened. 

One of the brothers told the younger sister to ascertain the tender- 
est spot of the bear sister, and later on the younger sister informed 
her brothers that the soles of the bear sister's paws were the tender- 
est spots ; so the brothers sharpened sticks and put them, points up, 
in the ground outside the bear sister's tipi, and then hid themselves 
and watched for the bear sister to come out. 

During that night the bear sister called out to her younger sister 
to get up and make a fire, but the younger sister threw her voice 
inside the tipi near a log and told her bear sister to get up and make 
the fire herself, which so angered the bear sister that she sprang 
over to where she thought her sister was and found only a log ; the 
bear sister then ran out of the tipi, and just outside the door the bear 
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sister stepped upon the pointed sticks, which held her so tight that 
the six brothers and the younger sister made a fire around the bear 
sister to burn her, but she managed to get loose and pursued her 
brothers, the younger sister, and the dog. When the bear sister was 
gaining on them, one of the brothers told the others to shut their 
eyes and they would be taken up above. They did so and were taken 
up above, and now the six brothers and the younger sister form tfre 
star of the dipper, and the dog the little star near the dipper. 

When the bear sister saw them rising she stopped and cried, and 
was turned to a large rock. 

S. C. Simms. 

Field Columbian Museum, Chicago. 



